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“Thanks for the warm welcome, everyone!” said Christine
Haider-Winnett, upon acceptance as an RCWP candidate.
“I can’t tell you how thrilled I am to be officially
joining RCWP as a candidate. This is definitely the fulfillment
of a dream for me.”
Currently, Christine is pursuing a
Masters in Divinity at Pacific School
of Religion, which is part of the
Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, CA. She has a Bachelors
Degree in Peace and Global Studies
from Earlham College, a Quaker
school in Indiana, and has spent
most of her career doing
administrative and communications
work for faith-based nonprofits.
Christine served on the Women’s
Ordination Conference Board (WOC)
for five years and it was there that she met several RCWP
members. That experience “confirmed for me that being a
priest is how I am called to serve.”
Christine lives with her husband, Alex, who is also a student at
Pacific School of Religion, he is preparation to become a
Unitarian minister. “On rare occasions when we aren’t studying
or working, we like going to museums, hiking, working in our
garden, and hanging out with our two cats.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join us in Memphis
Nov 7-9th for the
National Call to
Action Conference.
RCWP will be
sponsoring a liturgy
and a workshop about
the ministries in
which our priests and deacons are
involved.
We will also have a booth in the
exhibit hall with information about
our history and how to find a RCWP
led community near you. We look
forward to seeing you there!

SAVE THE DATE
U.S.A. To Host
Women’s Ordination
Worldwide
Conference
“Gender, Gospel,
and Global Justice”
is the topic of the 3rd
Women’s Worldwide
Ordination Conference to be held in
Philadelphia, September 18-20th
2015, shortly before Pope Francis’
planned visit to the U.S. which is
scheduled for Sept. 22-27th.
Advocates from around the world
who support equality in the Catholic
Church will attend the event.
RCWP’s Bishop Patricia Fresen will
be featured on a keynote panel,
during the conference.
“Philadelphia is a perfect place to
host this conference,” said Marellen
Mayers, President of RCWP-USA.
“After all, this was the place where
the concept of freedom and
equality took root in the USA. And
women’s equal rights finally did
arrive!”

2014 RCWP ORDINATIONS
THIS YEAR RCWP ORDAINED SEVERAL
WOMENPRIESTS AND 16 DEACONS WHO
ARE ON THEIR WAY TO PRIESTHOOD!
Western Region: Seven deacons were ordained in
September: Penny Donovan, Carol Giannini, Teresa
Gregory, Rosa Manriquez, Donnieau Snyder,Donna
Shaw and Joanna
Truelson. Three
priests were also
ordained:
Kathleen
Bellefeuille-Rice,
Chris Fahrenbach
and Helen Umphrey.
Entrance procession at diaconate
ordination in Santa Cruz, CA

Eastern Region: Seven deacons were ordained in
October: Barbara Beadles, Norma Harrington, Pat
Shannon Jones, Susan Schessler, Kathleen Gibbons
Schuck, Ann T. Searing, and Mary Steinmetz. The
first South African woman was ordained: Mary
Bernadette Ryan prepared for the ordination by
the Eastern region was ordained a priest in South
Africa.
Great Waters Region: Mary Keldermans, Paula
Hoeffer, and Lillian Lewis were ordained priests.
Kathy Bean was ordained a deacon, in May.
Midwest Region: Nancy
Meyer, from Brownsburg,
Indiana was ordained a
bishop in June to replace
Regina Nicolosi who
retired. Josephine
Petermeier was ordained
a deacon.
Regina Nicolosi presenting Nancy Meyer
at her ordination as a bishop
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Eastern Region

D Alexandra Dyer presiding at liturgy

“I felt drawn to the priesthood since my childhood. As a child I had an
obsession with learning as much as I could about history, traditions, prayers,
and rituals of the church, not realizing these were part of my calling. I was too
young to recognize it. But throughout my life this call has been insistent, even
when I yearned to be free of it.”
Rosa G. Manriquez, Deacon, Western Region.
I became a priest as a statement of social justice in the church. I had served
as a chaplain for over 20 years prior to this. What I love most is being able to
be part of the healing process for those who have left the church or who, like
me, have felt serious change was needed. I love working with a community to
plan liturgy and serve our wider community.
Mary Kay Kusner, Priest, Midwest Region

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR PRIESTS, DEACONS AND CANDIDATES

I knew from the age of 7 that I was ‘going to be a priest’, but I didn’t know that it
would be 51 years for that to be fulfilled. I am most joyful in the freedom to
focus on those ministries which
are most important to me –
reaching out to the most rejected
and marginalized by the
institutional church, stewardship
of non-human creation especially
animals, and concentrating on
social justice as a witness to the
Gospel.
D. Alexandra Dyer, Priest,

THE CALL TO THE PREISTHOOD- HOW DOES THIS HAPPEN?

“My turning point was listening to my teenage-daughter. After her first week of
high-school theology,” she asked, ‘Mom, why does Monsignor treat you
differently than he treats Dad? You are so much more involved.’ Then I
realized I was complicit in a system and I was no longer willing to shut up
about it.”
Kathy Shuck, Candidate, Eastern Region.

FIND A WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY NEAR YOU
Are you looking for an inclusive worshipping community that honors the voice of
all community members? There are over 50 RCWP led liturgical communities
throughout the country. Go to our website and see our list of Worshipping
Communities throughout the country to find a community near you.
http://romancatholicwomenpriests.org/worshippingcommunity.htm
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At a conference in California, RCWP-USA, WOC, and Call to Action groups ask for support for women’s ordination.

Pondering the differences…
Did you ever wonder about the many differences between RCWP’s ways of doing things and those of the
traditional Roman Catholic Church? Here are a few things to think about: Many of our womenpriests
are married. Many have children. RCWP doesn’t discriminate; gays and lesbians are part of our
womenpriest movement and being elderly does not prevent one from becoming a Roman Catholic
Womanpriest. Divorced and remarried Catholics can receive all the Sacraments. All are welcome to
communion at our Eucharistic celebrations.

Becoming a Womanpriest can come at a great
cost…
On the road to ordination, many womenpriests must sacrifice the things they love the most about being
part of the traditional Roman Catholic Church. Loss of employment as a pastoral assistant, as a
religious educator in a parish or a Catholic school or as a chaplain in a Catholic hospital are not
uncommon for those who choose to follow their call to priesthood. A notice that they are no longer
welcome to serve as a lector or Eucharistic minister or no longer allowed to be a part of the music
ministry often comes with ordination. For some, ordination comes at the cost of removal from their
religious congregation. For many womenpriests, embracing their priesthood and beginning a new life,
has also meant a kind of divorce from the Church that comes with emotional as well as financial loss.
Please Become Involved with RCWP---Your Contribution is Greatly Needed
*There are several ways to make a contribution:
Paypal: http://romancatholicwomenpriests.org/donations.htm
Send a check to RCWP-USA, Inc. PO Box 833 Anoka, Minnesota 55303
Yes, I am renewing my support of RCWP-USA, Inc. Enclosed is my gift of
$1,000
$ 40
$ 500
$ 25
$ 100
Other $__________________
$ 50
Monthly Pledge sent by my bank in the amount of $___________
Your Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address (Street, City, Zip):____________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:___________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________________

*Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Roman Catholic Womenpriests-USA, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit; #20-4235740
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